PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

Risen Christ hear us: risen Christ hear our prayer

On the evening of the first day of creation,
Holy God, you held out your hands,
filled with all the grace we would ever need;
you began to surround us with your risen presence
with all that is good and pleasant.
Today we pray for people in deep need of new life.
Risen Christ hear us: risen Christ hear our prayer


On the evening of the first day of Easter,
Defeater of Death, you walked through
the closed doors of our doubts and fears;
you held us tight until the warmth of your grace
softened our hardened hearts; 

you handed us the gift of peace
to calm our frightened faith.
Today we pray for people in deep need of faith in you:

In need of your love, your grace, your peace:
Risen Christ hear us: risen Christ hear our prayer


On the evening of the first day of following you,
Breath of Peace, you open our eyes
to the bright colour of hope;
you teach us the glad songs of grace;
you share the most valuable gift of all: faith.
Today we pray for people in deep need of hope, 

of glad songs to sing, in deep need of faith in you:

Risen Christ hear us: risen Christ hear our prayer

Easter 2A- 19 April, 2020 

We acknowledge the Traditional Owners of this land, 

we give our respect to their Elders, past, present and emerging.
We gather as God’s people
SONG
TiS 390 “Alleluia, alleluia”

WELCOME to our worship at ..............on this the first Sunday after Easter – the 2nd Sunday of the Easter Season. A warm welcome to you all in the name of our risen Lord! Today we focus how the risen Christ is always on the move, reaching out to us, calling us to follow, breathing God’s Spirit into us new life into us.

SENTENCE John 20:26-27

CALL TO WORSHIP 
When doors were shut and the world was kept out,

the risen Christ found the disciples. 

When the church gathers and the world waits outside,

He finds us! Alleluia!
When fear grew and new questions were found,

the risen Christ found the disciples.

When faith leads us into new questions about life,

He finds us! Alleluia!
When suffering remained and the city was hostile,

the risen Christ found the disciples.

When the risen Christ gathers with us his followers, 

He finds us! Alleluia! Amen!
SONG  TiS 380 “Yours be the glory”

PRAYER OF CONFESSION  
Everything we hold on to, (clench fists) 
that holds us, shapes us, controls us, 

and make us doubt your presence 
help us let go now (unclench) and receive your Holy Spirit.

The memories of hurt, (clench fists)
that speak loudly to us, that cripple us, dull us,
and make us doubt your presence 
help us let go now (unclench) and receive your Holy Spirit.

The words that linger, (clench fists)
that have found a home in our reasoning,

that haunt us, echo in us,

and make us doubt your presence 
help us let go now (unclench) and receive your Holy Spirit.

The acts we have done, (clench fists) 
that have hurt and abused others, that linger in us and hound others, and make us doubt your presence 
help us let go now (unclench) and receive your Holy Spirit.

DECLARATION OF FORGIVENESS 
To every one of us who doubt God says, 

“Here are my wounds. Touch.”

For God is with us in our greatest hurt – calling us.

In every confession we make God says, “I am listening.”

For God is full of grace; enough for us to let go 

of all deadly things, and still be held by the hands of heaven.

YOUR SINS ARE FORGIVEN. THANKS BE TO GOD! 

DOXOLOGY
TiS 720 “Halle, halle,halle..”
We Listen for God’s  Word

FIRST READING
1 Peter 1:3-9 – Betty Cole
EARLY WORD 
· We do not know exactly where the disciples were when Jesus was crucified - they obviously were not close by him.  Peter even denied knowing him.  Someone who was not counted as among his closest disciples came and took Jesus’ body away from the cross to put into the tomb.  So, it may have been understandable if Jesus, when he rose from the dead, had some angry words to say to his friends.  
· Ask the children/young people what they think that 
Jesus could have said ...such as “Where were you when I needed you?  “How could you do that to me? etc etc.  They are words that we may have said...relating to how we may have felt.
· But in our gospel reading today - we hear that they are not the words that Jesus said. The first word Jesus said to his friends was “Peace”.  After all that he had gone through, and after being
 virtually deserted by his disciples - his first word to them was a  word of peace.  
· This is the same message of peace that was sung by the angels at Jesus’ birth and here we have the message of peace once more.  More than ever, Jesus wants people to experience that peace and also to pass that peace between each other. 
· He wants us to experience that peace and also to pass that peace on to each other.  Let’s do that right now as we move around and share a sign of peace with everyone.

THE PEACE  The peace of the risen Christ is with you. 
 And also with you!

SONG
TiS 607 “Make me a channel of your peace”
GOSPEL 


John 20:24-31 
SERMON “The Risen Christ is on the move!”
We respond to God’s Word
SONG   TiS 363 “My daughters and my sons”
 tune TiS 376
Verses 4-8

OFFERING AND DEDICATION
Gracious and loving God, you raised Jesus from the dead, demonstrating once and for all, your love for the world. In the risen Christ you reach out to us, call us, and enable us by your Spirit to move forward into the new life you promise to all who believe. And so we respond with grateful thanks offering these gifts and the service of our lives - in Jesus’ name. Amen

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

Risen Christ hear us: risen Christ hear our prayer

We are sent out to share the Good News
SONG  
TiS 409 “O breath of life come sweeping through us”
COMMISSION AND BLESSING

Go now to share the Good News that Christ is risen!

Go now believing that the risen Christ lives in you!

May the love of God surround and keep you,

- the peace of Christ fill you and, 

- the Holy Spirit breathe new life into you always! Amen
SONG 
TiS 755 “You shall go out with joy”

























