PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

Lord Jesus, in these early days after the resurrection, we wonder what it all means. We keep company with the travellers on the Emmaus road 

who felt the strange burning of the truth and hope and love 

weaving into the sadness that consumed them on their walk. 

We find ourselves in the tension between fear and faith, doubt and conviction, wonder and worry. Yet we trust that you are present with us. Risen Lord hear us: Risen Lord hear our prayer

We pray that like the disciples we can tell the Good News that:
Love is stronger than hate, life has the final word over death.
Beyond what we can see with our eyes, 

we have the strength of your Spirit to draw and keep us together. 
Risen Lord hear us: Risen Lord hear our prayer

Among us are voices of reason and peace; 

May their whispers rise to shouts
that point the way forward with words and not weapons.
Risen Lord hear us: Risen Lord hear our prayer

As the machines of greed and war trample the world and its peoples, 

we remember the seeds of justice and love and goodness and grace
that are planted and watered every moment of every day. 

God, we give thanks for those who:
- rise early in the morning to prepare food at soup kitchens;
- search the night streets for lost children and bring them to safety;
- keep watch over the sick and dying;
- speak words of compassion in the face of hate. 
Risen Lord hear us: Risen Lord hear our prayer

It is a complicated and frightening world.  Loving God,
strengthen us as we stand and bear witness to this whole life, 
 the life of the Risen One, Jesus Christ Our Lord.  Amen. 
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ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY

We acknowledge the First Peoples of this land, 
we give our respect to their Elders, past, present and emerging
We gather as God’s people

WELCOME to our worship at ............... UC. A special welcome to all our visitors. Today on this 3RD Sunday in the Season of Easter, 
SONG
“This is the day”

This is the day, this is the day, 

that the Lord has made, that the Lord has made, 

we will rejoice, we will rejoice 

and be glad in it, and be glad in it.

This is the day, that the Lord has made,  

we will rejoice, and be glad in it.

This is the day, this is the day, 

that the Lord has made!

This is the day, this is the day, 

when he rose again, when he rose again

we will rejoice, we will rejoice 

and be glad in it, and be glad in it.

This is the day, when he rose again,  

we will rejoice, and be glad in it.

This is the day, this is the day, 

when he rose again!
Copyright unknown

CALL TO WORSHIP (based on Luke 24:13-35)
We need your presence on the long road, Lord.
The road between fear and hope,
the road between the place where all is lost
and the place of resurrection life.
Like the disciples walking the road to Emmaus,
we are in need of your company!
Jesus, stand among us, in your risen power,
let this time of worship, be a holy hour. Amen
EMMAUS ROAD PRAYER  
Meet us, Lord, on the road to Emmaus,
Guide us on the path toward our destination,
and renew our strength 
as we walk with and commune with you.
Open our eyes, 
so we can see the signs of your presence around us;
Open our hearts, so we can receive your peace and love;
and empower us to pass on to others
the grace you have shared with us so freely. Amen.
SONG TiS 370 "Christ the Lord is risen today"
Christ the Lord is risen today: Hallelujah!
Let the whole creation say: Hallelujah!
Raise your joys and triumphs high: Hallelujah!
Sing now, heaven, and earth reply: Hallelujah!
Love's redeeming work is done; Hallelujah!
Fought the fight, the battle won: Hallelujah!
Vain the stone, the watch, the seal: Hallelujah!
Christ has burst the gates of hell. Hallelujah!
Lives again our glorious king: Hallelujah!
Where, O death, is now your sting? Hallelujah!
Once he died our souls to save: Hallelujah!
Where your victory, O grave? Hallelujah!
Soar we now where Christ has led: Hallelujah!
Following our exalted Head: Hallelujah!
Made like him, like him we rise: Hallelujah!
Ours the cross, the grave, the skies. Hallelujah!
Charles Wesley 17-7-88 alt.
PRAYER OF CONFESSION
Lord Jesus Christ, sometimes we can be so busy talking with each other that we fail to find you beside us. 
LORD HAVE MERCY: LORD HAVE MERCY
We can walk on, so focussed on our questions that we do not create the silent spaces which would allow you to speak with us and enlighten our journeying.  
CHRIST HAVE MERCY: CHRIST HAVE MERCY
As we look at our lives and the world around us, we are often too anxious to share our real questions or our doubts and fears. We keep them within us in troubled silence.

LORD HAVE MERCY: LORD HAVE MERCY
Stay with us, Lord Jesus.  Reach out towards us 

and invite us to pause and meet with you, we pray.

We call your name, O Christ, and hope to discover you here in our community of vulnerable faith. Amen.

DECLARATION OF FORGIVENESS  
Whether we believe it, or not, Jesus Christ never leaves us nor forsakes us. Let us open our hearts to receive the grace  which Christ brings to us in faithfulness. 

OUR SINS ARE FORGIVEN. THANKS BE TO GOD! 

DOXOLOGY TiS 655 “O let the Son of God enfold you”

We Listen for God’s  Word

FIRST READING
Acts 2:36-41
EARLY WORD 
SONG TiS 491 "Father welcomes all his children

GOSPEL READING
 Luke 24:13-35 
SERMON
Where do we recognise Jesus’ presence?
We respond to God’s Word
HYMN  TiS 474 "Here in this place"

OFFERING AND DEDICATION  
Risen Lord Jesus accept and bless the gifts we offer. Through your gift of revelation open our eyes to see you, and open our hearts to receive you, so that others may come to know you as their risen Lord.  Amen 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

Risen Lord hear us: Risen Lord hear our prayer

We are sent out as God's people

NOTICES  

SONG  TiS 411 "Filled with the Spirit's power"

Filled with the Spirit's power, with one accord

the infant church confessed it's risen Lord:

O Holy Spirit, in your church today

no less your power of fellowship display.

Now with the mind of Christ set us on fire,

that unity may be our great desire:

give joy and peace; give faith to hear your call,

and readiness in each to work for all.

Widen our love, good Spirit, to embrace

in your strong care all those of every race:

like wind and fire with life among us move

till we are known as Christ's and Christian's prove.

John Raphael Peacey Public domain

BLESSING & COMMISSION
Already a blessing: in the walking,  on the road

Already a blessing: in the listening and explaining
Already a blessing: in the burning hearts 
Already a blessing: in breaking bread at the table

Already a blessing: in finally opening our eyes to see him 

Let us go out to share with others:

We have seen the risen Lord! Amen!
BLESSING SONG TiS 779 May the feet of God”
























