Easter 5A – 10 May 2020 
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY

We acknowledge the First Peoples of this land, 
we give our respect to their Elders, past, present and emerging
We gather as God’s people
SONGS
 “Rejoice I the Lord”
Rejoice in the Lord always and again I say rejoice! X2
Rejoice, rejoice, and again I say rejoice! X2 
Public Domain
CS 187 “The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases”
WELCOME to our worship on this the 5th Sunday in the Season of Easter. A warm welcome to you all in the name of our risen Lord! Today we focus how the Jesus Christ is definitive way for us to see God. In the way he lives, dies, and rises again for us, we see God. 
SENTENCE Jesus said, “I am the way, and the truth and the life, no one comes to the Father, but by me.” (14:6) 
CALL TO WORSHIP Let us worship God!
God is our refuge and our strength in times of trial
We trust God to lead and guide us always.
Like Christ, we are confident to place our trust in God:  
for you deliver us from our enemies and persecutors.
Let your face shine upon us, O God, 
May your saving and steadfast love surround us. Amen

SONG  TiS 154 “Great is your faithfulness”
PRAYER OF CONFESSION  
Lord Jesus Christ, you show us the way - the risky way which you took.  The way which challenges all that is evil and destructive.  We confess that we often choose the easy way which allows evil to triumph and denies people the opportunity  to live an abundant life.
Forgive us: when we avoid your way, truth and life.
Silent reflection
Lord Jesus Christ, you speak the word of truth which brings good news to the  poor, freedom to those who are oppressed and enslaved, and healing  to those whose lives lack wholeness.  We confess that too often our minds are swayed
by the media’s ‘truth’ which can be so contrary to the gospel.
Forgive us: when we avoid your way, truth and life.
Silent reflection
Lord Jesus Christ, you give us the gift of life - emptying yourself of all self-serving power in order to empower others with your beautiful life and selfless love.  We confess that we like to use power to further  our own purposes, even if it contributes to the powerlessness of others.
Forgive us: when we avoid your way, truth and life.
Silent reflection

Lord Jesus Christ forgive us and remind us that 
God’s grace becomes clearer when we follow your way;  
God’s voice heard when our lives speak your truth; 
God’s love beats in us when our lives witness to your life.   Amen

DECLARATION OF FORGIVENESS You are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own people, in order that you might proclaim the mighty acts of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light.  Once you were not a people, but now you are God’s people; once you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy. 
OUR SINS ARE FORGIVEN. THANKS BE TO GOD! 

DOXOLOGY
TiS 738 “My Jesus my saviour”

We Listen for God’s  Word

FIRST READING
1 Peter 2: 2-10
EARLY WORD 
Ask the children/young people how many road signs they can remember and what do they mean?  STOP; GIVE WAY; KANGAROOS/ KOALAS/ WOMBATS;  FLOODWAY etc.  
Sometimes the signs are different shapes - round, diamond, square, rectangular.  Whatever their shape and whatever their message they are all giving us advice about how to travel in safety.  
In our NT reading today, Jesus gives us advice on how to travel through life - Jesus says that he is the way and the truth and the life.  
He is saying that the road to God is through him.  When we know Jesus, we know what God is like.   So, by saying he is the way, the truth and the life - Jesus is inviting us to live the way he did, with true love for other people, always wanting the best for people, caring for them as best as we can. Thinking about others before ourselves.  
And, just as road signs have different  shapes that help us to recognise them, Jesus has a sign also  that helps us recognise what he has done for us.  Its shape is a cross - the sign of his love.  
 Let’s sing about that love...

 SONG
TiS 229 “Jesus loves me this I know”

GOSPEL 


John 14:1-14
SERMON “What does God look like?”
We respond to God’s Word
SONG   “The Summons” © 1987 WGRG the Iona Community  
OFFERING AND DEDICATION

Loving God, accept and bless these gifts and all that we do in the name of Jesus who is the way, the truth and the life.  May our lives impart the truth of the gospel and our witness point others to Jesus through the power of the Holy Spirit.  Amen

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

Lord hear us: Lord hear our prayer
We are sent out to share the Good News
SONG  TiS 609 “May the mind of Christ my saviour”

May the mind of Christ my Saviour

Live in me from day to day

By his love and power controlling

All I do and say

May the word of God dwell richly

In my heart from hour to hour

So that all may see I triumph

Only through his power

May the peace of God my Father

Rule my life in everything

That I may be calm to comfort

Sick and sorrowing

May the love of Jesus fill me

As the waters fill the sea

Him exalting, self abasing

This is victory

May I run the race before me

Strong and brave to face the foe

Looking only unto Jesus

As I onward go.

Katie Barclay Wilkinson Public domain

COMMISSION AND BLESSING

Go out believing that you are not alone.

Go to journey with Jesus by your side.

God to celebrate each day that:

he is the way, and the truth and the life for you.

And as you go may: 

the blessing of God’s strength be in you,
the life of Jesus Christ direct you
the inspiration of the Holy Spirit empower you always! Amen

BLESSING SONG 
TiS 755 “You shall go out with joy”

























