Easter 6A – 17 May 2020
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY

We acknowledge the First Peoples of this land, 
we give our respect to their Elders, past, present and emerging
We gather as God’s people
SONGS
TiS 154 “ Great is your faithfulness” 
WELCOME to our worship on this the 6th Sunday in the Season of Easter. A warm welcome to you all in the name of our risen Lord! Today we focus how we depend on each other and God’s gift of the Holy Spirit to enable us together to  do far more than we could ever imagine in Jesus’ name. 
SENTENCE Jesus said: “If you love me you will keep my commandments. And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Helper to be with you forever. This is the Spirit of truth whom the world cannot receive, because it  neither sees him or knows him. You know him because he abides with you, and in you.” (Jn 14:15-17)

CALL TO WORSHIP Let us worship God!
With word and song, we gather to praise God 
who has blessed us with the gift of life in Jesus Christ.
We are drawn into God’s presence through him, 
and the burdens we carry he takes upon himself.
With word and song, we gather to praise God 
who has blessed us with the gift of life in Jesus Christ.
We are drawn into God’s presence through him, 
and the burdens we carry he takes upon himself.
We are truly blessed, for God has heard our prayers! 

We worship you, O God, with gladness in our hearts 
and songs of praise on our lips.

SONG  TiS 53 “ Come sing praises to the God above”
PRAYER OF CONFESSION  Let us pray:  
What does the Spirit of truth reveal in our worship? silence
Living God, forgive us when our worship wanders from the centrality of Jesus Christ.  Help us focus on the wonder and holiness of Christ, God in human flesh. God hear us:
Inspire and renew our worship with the Spirit of truth.

What does the Spirit of truth reveal in our lives? silence
God, forgive us when we worship idols of our own making - gods fashioned for our own selfish ends. God hear us:
Bless and renew our lives with the Spirit of truth.

What does the Spirit reveal in the way we love? silence
Loving God, forgive us when we ignore the pain and hopelessness of people in our communities; when we deny Christ’s commandment to love one another. God hear us:

Inflame and renew our love with the Spirit of truth.

What does the Spirit of truth reveal in our world?  silence
Creator God, forgive us when our comfortable standard of living contributes to the poverty of others and to the  growing environmental problems in the world.
Gracious God, restore and renew our sense of justice with the Spirit of truth.  In Jesus’ name we pray.  Amen

DECLARATION OF FORGIVENESS Christ suffered for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, in order to bring us to God. (based on 1 Peter 3: 18) So hear again this great good news, that in Jesus Christ:

OUR SINS ARE FORGIVEN. THANKS BE TO GOD! 

DOXOLOGY TiS 717 “Give thanks with a grateful heart” 
We Listen for God’s  Word

FIRST READING
1 Peter 3:13-16
EARLY WORD – The Promise of a Helper
· Jesus’ friends were huddled together. They missed Jesus. They didn’t know what they were going to do now that Jesus wasn’t with them. They felt lost and afraid. They felt so alone. Who would help them live in God’s way?

· But then one friend spoke up, “Wait, friends, do you remember what Jesus told us before he went to be with God?” 

· Everyone stopped to think. Everyone stopped and tried to remember.  

· “Yes, yes,” we remember they said. “Yes, yes, we remember those wonderful words.” And in their minds they all pictured Jesus sitting with them. They all pictured Jesus saying these wonderful words… (pause).

· “My dear friends,” said Jesus smiling, “don’t be afraid. Don’t worry. You will never, ever be alone! I will send a helper to remind you how to live in God’s way. You will know that this helper is with you because of how you feel inside. You will walk around with my love in your hearts.”

· (Pause.) Now Jesus’ friends looked at one another. This was good news to remember! 

SONG
TiS 412 "God sends us his Spirit"

GOSPEL 


John 14:15-21
SERMON “Dependence on God’s Spirit”
THE APOSTLE’S CREED I believe in God
the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again, he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come again to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,

The communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body and the life everlasting. Amen
We respond to God’s Word
SONG   
TiS 409 “O breath of life come sweeping through us”  
OFFERING AND DEDICATION
Generous, loving God, you have abundantly blessed our lives with the gift of yourself in Jesus.  We offer these gifts and our lives praying that they may be used to make visible the truth of your great love for the world.   In Jesus’ name.  Amen

NOTICES

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

Lord hear us: Lord hear our prayer
We are sent out to share the Good News
SONG  TiS 468 “We are your people”
COMMISSION AND BLESSING

Go out into the world but not alone.

We go with the Spirit of truth as our helper and guide!

Go out into the world but not forsaken.

We go in God and the God in us

Go blessed and filled with the promise of life.

God sends us out into the world and we will go.

And as you go may: the blessing of God be upon you
May the presence of Christ upholding us
May the Spirit of truth be always within us. Amen!
BLESSING SONG  TiS 531 “ Sent forth by God’s blessing” 
























