Easter 7A 24 May 2020
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY

We acknowledge the First Peoples of this land, 
we give our respect to their Elders, past, present and emerging
We gather as God’s people
SONGS
TiS 154 "Great is your faithfulness"

WELCOME to our worship on this the 7th Sunday in the Season of Easter. Today we recognise that while we live in a world of brokenness, God does not inflict suffering on us but suffers with us and gives us the strength we need each day. 
CALL TO WORSHIP Let us worship God!
In your powerful presence, O God, evil is defeated.  
Those who oppose you are blown away; 
Melting away like the wax of a burning candle.
Those who obey your word rejoice and praise your name.
You protect all those who are helpless and most vulnerable. 
Holy God you give power and strength to your people.
Blessed be our God forever and ever! Amen!

SONG  TiS102 "Praise to the living God"
PRAYER OF CONFESSION  Let us pray:  
God of compassion , we look around us at the world, at our nation, our local communities, our families, and we acknowledge the presence of conflict, pain and suffering.  This affects us all. When we cause others pain:

LORD HAVE MERCY: LORD HAVE MERCY
Lord Jesus, you call us to reach out to those who are hurting, and look for ways to bring restoration  and healing where there is brokenness. But we confess that there are times when we fail to recognise the suffering and needs of  others and so forget to share your. When we do this:

CHRIST HAVE MERCY: CHRIST HAVE MERCY

God, forgive us when we happily accept the blessings of life while neglecting to serve others as Jesus did - with unconditional love, humility and compassion.  
LORD HAVE MERCY: LORD HAVE MERCY
God forgive us where we are weak and when we fail Empower us with your Spirit to be strong, yet gentle, bearers of your love and compassion through our words, our actions and our lives.  This we pray in Jesus’ name.  Amen.

DECLARATION OF FORGIVENESS

We can cast all our anxiety on God who cares for us deeply.  So, be assured that the Spirit of God is resting upon us, restoring, supporting and strengthening us all with power.  
YOUR SINS ARE FORGIVEN: THANKS BE TO GOD!
DOXOLOGY
CS 59 “Behold what manner of love”

We Listen for God’s  Word

FIRST READING
1 Peter 4:12-14, 5:6-11
EARLY WORD 
· I forgot to brush my teeth this morning. But you did grab my brush on the way out of the house and, if no one minds you would like to brush your teeth now. 
· Bring out one of the brushes that is not the toothbrush.
· Comment that it is important to use the correct brush. Imitate a series of situations such as wishing to brush your hair with the scrubbing brush and paint your walls with the nail brush. 
· Go on to suggest that the image of all these brushes reminds you of the church. In some ways we are the same. These (point to brushes) are all brushes and we are all followers of Jesus. 
· We all pray to God and are given life by the Spirit. But, just as each brush has a different job to do, God asks each of us to serve others in different ways. 
· Ways people serve in our church -  in the kitchen, in the garden, in worship, in Sunday Club, Crossroads, Fellowship, Indoor Bowls, playing music, giving financially, singing, welcoming new people 

· Include all the different areas in the life of our congregation. Celebrate the diversity with a round of applause each time and thank God for all the different people. 

SONG
TiS 671 "Made in  God's likeness"

GOSPEL 


John 17:1-11
SERMON “Suffering for the sake of the Gospel”
We respond to God’s Word
SONG   TiS 693 “Come as you are”

 OFFERING AND DEDICATION

Generous God, we pray that you will bless these gifts which we offer in response to the great blessings we have received through the life and love of Jesus Christ.  May these gifts be used to bless others.  In Jesus’ name we pray.  Amen

NOTICES 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

Lord hear us: Lord hear our prayer
We are sent out to share the Good News
 

SONG  TiS 411 "Filled with the Spirit's power"
COMMISSION AND BLESSING

We go from this place,

to hear God Spirit on the wind, calling,

We go from this place,

to feel God’s Spirit in us, comforting,

We go from this place,

to tell our story, as witnesses,

We go from this place, restored and blessed,

to be with God always on our faith journey! Amen
BLESSING SONG  TiS 755 "You shall go out with joy"

























