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Bottom fishing: working for
justice through the supply chain 
Greenpeace and the Uniting Church have been
examining aspects of the Indonesian tuna fishing fleet,
uncovering some concerning issues that need to be
addressed. This is part of the global supply chain to the
tuna that we eat.

 Continued on Page 3

More on Page 4
Please save the date Saturday 23 May 2026
and plan to join one of three regional
gatherings at three venues on the same day:
10:00am to 3:00pm with catering provided!

Cam Rise UC: 3 Wragg Street, Somerset
Longford UC: 3 High Street, Longford
Kingston UC: 42 Jindabyne Road, Kingston 

The purpose of each gathering is to 
hear voices, hopes, and needs from congregations and faith
communities across Tasmania 
strengthen relationships across communities of faith
discern shared themes of purpose and identity
gather insights to guide next steps in the Charter Journey



Bottom fishing: 
working for justice 
through the 
supply chain
 
Continued from Page 1
The gospels speak into the fishing industry of the 1st Century CE Roman Empire in the Eastern
Mediterranean. The gospels speak of justice and the burgeoning Kingdom of God (or of Heaven in
this year of Matthew).

The Uniting Church is now operating in the 21st Century CE. The fishing industry is not controlled
by the Roman Empire anymore, but it is tied into the global economic environment with all the
advantages and disadvantages of that location.

Greenpeace and the Uniting Church Synod of Victoria and Tasmania have presented a report,
Forced to the Bottom: Squeezing Indonesian Fishers and Oceans for Dirty Tuna Profits. Mark
Zirnsak, our Senior Social Justice Advocate was involved on behalf of the UCA.
The report can be found at https://www.greenpeace.org/static/planet4-southeastasia-
stateless/2026/03/38b8fbb2-greenpeace-uca_id-au-tuna-report_2026_final-update-march-
13.pdf 
The report highlights two main areas of concern: indicators of modern slavery and problematic
fishing practices.

Of the International Labour Organization’s Forced Labour Indicators interviews with a sample of
fishermen revealed at least three out of eleven that were significant in this part of the fishing
industry; abuse of vulnerability, debt bondage and deception.

Problematic fishing practices refer to Illegal, Unreported and Unregulated fishing. Examples
include shark finning, bycatching of other marine species, gaps in the recording of catches,
problems with logbook compliance, and lack of independent observers on fishing boats.
The report makes numerous recommendations to Indonesian stakeholders, Australian
stakeholders and ASEAN Member States.

It is helpful to know more fully the origin of the food and resources we consume. Being Christians
in the 21st Century CE means being aware of our environment, in the broadest sense of that word,
and acting sometimes with partners of good will.
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National Lay Preachers’ Conference 4-6 September 2026 
Our theme is building on the President’s Assembly theme of Threads of Love: weaving

Christ’s Love Across Cultures and Boundaries 
Weaving Christ’s love as a Lay Preacher

https://www.greenpeace.org/static/planet4-southeastasia-stateless/2026/03/38b8fbb2-greenpeace-uca_id-au-tuna-report_2026_final-update-march-13.pdf
https://www.greenpeace.org/static/planet4-southeastasia-stateless/2026/03/38b8fbb2-greenpeace-uca_id-au-tuna-report_2026_final-update-march-13.pdf
https://www.greenpeace.org/static/planet4-southeastasia-stateless/2026/03/38b8fbb2-greenpeace-uca_id-au-tuna-report_2026_final-update-march-13.pdf
https://www.greenpeace.org/static/planet4-southeastasia-stateless/2026/03/38b8fbb2-greenpeace-uca_id-au-tuna-report_2026_final-update-march-13.pdf


Please save the date of Saturday 23 May 2026, and plan to join one of three gatherings at three
venues (see next page) on the same day from 10:00am to 3:00pm (with catering provided!). 

The purpose of each gathering is to 
hear voices, hopes, and needs from communities of faith across Tasmania 
strengthen relationships across communities
discern shared themes of purpose and identity
gather insights to guide next steps
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Invitations to the ‘Listening’ workshops in May have already been
distributed through the leaders of all Congregations and Faith
Communities.

Throughout 2026 we hope you can add your voice to help shape
the focus of our communities of faith and Presbytery for the next
five years of the Uniting Church in Tasmania (and beyond). 

We will hear and hold stories together with congregations and
faith communities, including Leprena UAICC Tasmania, so that
diverse voices and hopes are reflected in a Charter that guides
us to respond to:

What do we need to do, and who do we need to be as a church,
to faithfully live out our call to discipleship across
lutruwita/Tasmania?
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The Charter Journey Plan sets out how we will hear and hold stories, listen deeply across our
communities of faith, and work together to shape a clear and practical way forward. The Charter
Journey Plan is attached, or you can download the Charter Journey in Full, or in ‘Plain English’. 

A draft Charter will be refined by a further three gatherings in August, before consideration by the
Presbytery in Council meeting in November. 

The three venues: 
Cam Rise UC: 3 Wragg Street, Somerset
Longford UC: 3 High Street, Longford
Kingston UC: 42 Jindabyne Road, Kingston Beach

Please RSVP to attend one of the three gatherings on Saturday 23 May, so we know how to cater
for your needs: Register now! (or please RSVP to the Tasmanian Office by 14 May at the latest)

Can't attend? We will send a survey in late April so you can contribute your ideas.

We will take what we hear to help guide
the gathering in late June of the
Presbytery Committees, Leprena UAICC
Tasmania and Tas Office staff. 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1u2XMhtjgnAAkdG-eQdqcjwe3sQEEmpWU/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/10ANRQxyvNYz2wL-WbG7tw11Rx6shSC5G/view
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdocs.google.com%2Fforms%2Fd%2Fe%2F1FAIpQLScGUkezpSvU3HxiIUk6N8c-w2IxCOKyoZjKQb0f9mU0ZStcxQ%2Fviewform%3Fusp%3Ddialog&data=05%7C02%7CRohan.Pryor%40victas.uca.org.au%7C551218847f66466121da08de8a01a16c%7Cffc9a8255f594104a92e4589b4b541e1%7C0%7C0%7C639099936835152506%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=aGurJ4a6j%2Bi1Bk9GmgMpQL%2BL%2FoxAoOm%2F%2B%2BOis1V01NU%3D&reserved=0


5

MORE FROM ASSEMBLY
New Director for Uniting Care
Tamara Thomas is the new director of Uniting Care. To find out more go to
https://uniting.church/tamara-thomas-the-new-national-director-unitingcare-
australia/

Defence Force Chaplains
The Uniting Church currently contributes about forty chaplains to the Australian Defence
Forces who work within a multi-faith environment. To learn more go to
https://uniting.church/kaye-ronalds-walking-through-life-with-our-adf-personnel/

Middle East Conflict
Charissa Suli, President of the Uniting Church posted a statement regarding the current
conflict in the Middle East. She calls for us to: 

Pray for peace in the Middle East and for all whose lives are threatened by war.
Support humanitarian assistance for displaced families and churches providing
refuge.
Advocate for peace, encouraging our leaders to pursue diplomatic and peaceful
solutions.

For more, including a link to a prayer for peace go to https://uniting.church/a-call-for-
peace-and-the-protection-of-human-life-presidents-statement-on-middle-east-
conflict/
To find more updates on this issue you can select links within the site for more.

UAICC Chairperson Steps Down
Rev Mark Kickett has stepped down as Choirperson of the Uniting Aboriginal and
Islander Christian Congress. For photos and more about the contributions that he has
made within the UAICC and the Uniting Church go to  https://uniting.church/rev-
mark-kickett-steps-down-as-uaicc-chair/

Northern Floods and Frontier Services
Your Frontier Services has a role to play in meeting the needs of flood affectied people in
the rural and isolated north of the country during and in the follow up to the floods. For
more go to https://uniting.church/frontier-services-stands-firm-with-flood-
affected-communities/

https://uniting.church/tamara-thomas-the-new-national-director-unitingcare-australia/
https://uniting.church/tamara-thomas-the-new-national-director-unitingcare-australia/
https://uniting.church/kaye-ronalds-walking-through-life-with-our-adf-personnel/
https://uniting.church/a-call-for-peace-and-the-protection-of-human-life-presidents-statement-on-middle-east-conflict/
https://uniting.church/a-call-for-peace-and-the-protection-of-human-life-presidents-statement-on-middle-east-conflict/
https://uniting.church/a-call-for-peace-and-the-protection-of-human-life-presidents-statement-on-middle-east-conflict/
https://uniting.church/rev-mark-kickett-steps-down-as-uaicc-chair/
https://uniting.church/rev-mark-kickett-steps-down-as-uaicc-chair/
https://uniting.church/rev-mark-kickett-steps-down-as-uaicc-chair/
https://uniting.church/frontier-services-stands-firm-with-flood-affected-communities/
https://uniting.church/frontier-services-stands-firm-with-flood-affected-communities/
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Easter Message

Remain anchored in Christ
Seasonal Messages from Charissa Suli

This one is a bit late, but worth having a look at. 
Charissa Suli, President of UCA,  

provides a reflection and a prayer
 for the Season of Lent.

https://uniting.church/2026-lenten-invitation/

Your Charissa Suli’s Easter Message is available at https://uniting.church/presidents-
easter-message-2026/ You can view the video there or alternatively download a copy
of the transcript. If you wish to download the video only go to the Vimeo site at
https://vimeo.com/1176072465?fl=pl&fe=vl

Uniting Care has produced a 2026 Pre-Budget
Submission focusing on productivity. Three

themes are developed: productivity for inclusion,
productivity for wellbeing and productivity for

resilience. To read more about this go to 
https://unitingcare.org.au/wp-content/

uploads/2026/01/Pre-Budget-
Submission-26-27-Productivity-with-

Purpose_FINAL-1.pdf

https://uniting.church/2026-lenten-invitation/
https://uniting.church/presidents-easter-message-2026/
https://uniting.church/presidents-easter-message-2026/
https://vimeo.com/1176072465?fl=pl&fe=vl
https://unitingcare.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/Pre-Budget-Submission-26-27-Productivity-with-Purpose_FINAL-1.pdf
https://unitingcare.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/Pre-Budget-Submission-26-27-Productivity-with-Purpose_FINAL-1.pdf
https://unitingcare.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/Pre-Budget-Submission-26-27-Productivity-with-Purpose_FINAL-1.pdf
https://unitingcare.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/Pre-Budget-Submission-26-27-Productivity-with-Purpose_FINAL-1.pdf
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The first Strategic Goal is Flourishing Faith. It says, “We extend the table to everyone, inviting them to
follow Jesus with courageous faith”. As a Uniting Church, over the past nearly 50 years we have
worked hard to extend the table to all within our communities. We have entered into a Covenant with
Congress, declared ourselves a Multicultural Church, extended ministry to the most remote parts of
the country through Frontier Services, welcomed children to the Lord’s table and extended welcome
to people regardless of their identity or background.
This image of the table is so central to our faith. In baptism, we invite all to join us at the table of our
Lord. It is central to our life also, as week after week we come to be nourished and renewed at the
table. It is the scandal of our divisions as a universal church that we cannot all sit at the one table and
share of the one cup which drives our ecumenical endeavours. It is our longing as a Christian that we
can share the life-giving, grace-filled story of the gospel so that more people may join us at the table.

“As a Church uniting in Christ at its foundation, we need to be a Church that
proclaims the gospel, telling again the story of the life, death and resurrection of
Jesus, and the grace that abounds in our courageously following Jesus.”
https://uniting.church/assemblys-new-strategy-for-2026-31-first-strategic-goal-explained/

The second Strategic Goal is Thriving Communities. It says, “We work together so that we can be a
truly national Church and local communities can thrive”. As a Uniting Church we believe that the local
congregation is the heart of our Church. We believe we are called to serve our local communities as
we bear witness to God’s love and grace. This Goal is particularly focused on the role the Assembly
can play within its responsibilities to encourage thriving communities.

We are particularly implementing changes to Regulations on how local communities of faith are
governed so we can be more flexible and make it easier to focus on the core mandate of
communities to be places of worship, growth, loving and serving. We are also working hard on our
wider structures so that they better serve our local communities and collaborate across boundaries.
We are looking carefully again at the Code of Ethics so we can have healthy and effective ministry
leaders.

We also want to close the gap between the global, national and local Church. We want to build the
next generation of church leaders engaged with the concerns, experiences and passions of the
global church. We also want to strengthen our communication so that national and local work of the
Church are closer together

“As a Church we want to have thriving communities where we are living out our
calling at its best...”

https://uniting.church/assemblys-new-strategy-for-2026-31-second-strategic-goal-explained/

Assembly Strategic Goals
Andrew Johnson, Assembly General Secretary, has been posting recently on the Strategic

Goals of the Assembly. See below for a portion of his comments about the first two goals. You
can gain more context by following the links (or typing them into your browser) and by reading

alongside the diagram on the facing page.

https://uniting.church/assemblys-new-strategy-for-2026-31-first-strategic-goal-explained/
https://uniting.church/assemblys-new-strategy-for-2026-31-second-strategic-goal-explained/


    MAY
   23

Charter Journey Day (regional)

    
     

    APR

   05
Easter Day

The next issue will be distributed in the week before the end of April. Contributions to be received seven days before
publication. Contact Graham Booth, editor, by email, phone 6331 9784 or post: 36 Paterson St, Launceston, 7250.

     APR
   03

    
     

    APR

   06
Easter Monday - office closed

    MAY
   05

Pastoral Relations Committee
10.30am - 4.00pm
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WHAT’S ON!
FEB - MAR 2026

Good Friday

    
     

    APR

   07
Resource and Development
10.30am - 2.30pm

    APR
   23

Presbytery Standing Committee
(Zoom) 10.00am - 3.00pm

    
     

    MAY

   18
Broad Engagement Sessions
(remote communities)

    MAY
   28

Presbytery Standing Committee
10.00am - 3.00pm

   APR
   25

Anzac Day
Tasmanian Office Closed

    
     

    MAY

   19
Resource and Development
10.30am - 2.30pm

“After close study, I have concluded that Jesus believed 
there are two kinds of people:

1) Your neighbours whom you are supposed to love;
2) Your enemies whom you are supposed to love.”

Rev. Dr. Mark Sandlin
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